AN   INTERPRETER   OF   ENGLAND

which kills respect. That has always been a
danger in a democracy: and never more so than
at the present time.

The position of the Crown is perhaps one
of the most difficult features of our constitution
to appreciate. In the course of time the Crown
has been shorn of most of its prerogatives but
never, in my opinion, has it stood for more
than it does to-day. It is in a far stronger
position than it was a hundred years ago, and
that is mainly due to the wisdom and the
character of the monarchs who have in that
time occupied the throne. In our view it is a
tremendous thing to have as the head of the
State a man who is independent of and is
outside politics. His presence as the coping-
stone, as it were, of our constitution is in
itself a guarantee of the stability of our